
 

Rime House 
 
Pre-K Skill:  Phonological Awareness – Onset-Rime 
 
Objective:  This literacy work helps preschoolers segment, blend and match onsets and rimes in words. Onset-
rime is the skill of blending and/or segmenting the onset (initial consonant) + middle vowel + rime (ending 
consonant(s)). The ability to blend and segment sounds in onset-rime is a higher-level pre-reading skill. 
Segmenting a sentence into word pieces is important for phonological awareness, which is the ability to hear 
and identify various spoken sounds. 
 
Contents:  Instruction sheet; 3 laminated ‘houses’; laminated picture cards 
 
Introduction:  Onset-Rime is a higher-level phonological skill which many preschoolers may not achieve. Use 
this literacy work with students who have mastered less complex pre-reading skills, such as rhyme, syllables, 
and beginning sounds. Students may need help identifying the pictures on the cards. 
 
 
 

 

 

Instructions:   
 

1. Lay out the three laminated houses. Place a target rime 
at the top of each house, such as ‘bug’, ‘cat’, and ‘van’. 
Place the stack of remaining picture cards next to 
houses. 

2. Student chooses a picture card, says the word, and 
segments the onset and rime (e.g., hat, /h/ /at/). 

3. Student places picture card on matching rime house. 
4. Student continues to match all picture cards to the 

correct rime house. 
 



Phonological Awareness
PA23 Onset Rime 
Rime House                         Benchmarks: A.2a, F.2f

Objective
The child will segment, blend, and match onsets and rimes in words.

Materials
• Rime House (Activity Master) - Copy 3-6 times on cardstock and laminate to use as work boards. Make a copy 

for child use.
• Onset and Rime Picture Cards (Activity Master) - Copy on cardstock, cut apart, and laminate.

Activity
After teacher introduction, children match picture cards to target rime on each Rime House.
1. Place the six Rime Houses and the Onset and Rime Picture Cards on a flat surface. Place a target rime on each 

Rime House. 
2. The child chooses a picture card, says the word, and segments the onset and rime (e.g., hat, /h/ /at/).
3. Repeat the rime (e.g., /at/), look at the target rime pictures, and place the picture on the matching Rime House.
4. Continue until all rime cards are matched on the corresponding Rime Houses.
5. Teacher evaluation.

Adaptations and Extensions
• Illustrate a rime house using other word families.�
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cat
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cat hat bat

rat mat bug

mug jug rug

slug can fan

man pan van


