
Write an article for the school newspaper explaining the answer to the question
below. Before you write the article, use the word web to organize your ideas.

Should summer vacation be longer?

Fill in the word web to begin organizing your thoughts.

My Favorite Activity Write Persuasively Presenting Persuasively

Choose your favorite activity from the pictures above. How would
you persuade your friend to do your favorite activity with you? 

A. What is your goal? My friend should___________________

_________________________________________________.

B. Write three reasons why you like this activity:

1. _________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________

C. Now draw a
picture of you
and your friend
doing your
favorite activity.

Purpose:
_________________

_________________

_________________

Supporting Reasons:
_________________

_________________

_________________

Select an advertisement from a magazine or the Internet,
or select a television commercial. Then write a critique identifying 
the strengths and weaknesses of the advertisement or commercial.

Answer these questions to help you guide your critique.

1. Who do you think is the targeted audience? 

________________________________________________________________________

2. What techniques are used to capture the audience’s attention? How successful are they?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. What could have been done to make the advertisement or commercial more effective? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Have your own ideas 
for how to market this
product/service? 

Put your creative juices to work. Create an
advertisement for the same product/service 
you critiqued above. Present your ad/commercial
to the class.

Persuasive Words
_________________

_________________

_________________

Audience:
_________________

_________________

_________________

Play with my pet. Paint a colorful picture. Ride my bike. Read a book.

Name _________________________________________
Grades K–2
Student Reproducible 1 Name _________________________________________

Grades 3–5
Student Reproducible 2 Name _________________________________________

Grades 6–8
Student Reproducible 3

Topic:
Summer Vacation
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Lesson Overviews for Teachers
The following are teacher instructions for the lessons in this Teaching Guide.
You may share the goals for each lesson with your students as you prepare to teach this unit.

Grades K–2 Lesson 1: My Favorite Activity

Grades 3–5 Lesson 2: Write Persuasively

Grades 6–8 Lesson 3: Presenting Persuasively

Language Arts Goal: To understand the basic purpose and use of
persuasive writing

Materials: Pen or pencil; My Favorite Activity Student Reproducible 1;
paper; markers; dry erase board (optional); dry erase markers (optional)

BACKGROUND DISCUSSION (20 minutes)

1. Write the following sentence on the board: I think we should play
outside all day. Ask students to imagine that they had to convince
the principal to let them play outside all day. Ask them what
reasons they would give. Write a list on the board. (Possible reasons
may include: enjoy fresh air, be with our friends, play games and
sports, exercise, have fun.) 

2. Describe how this is an example of persuasion (the act of making
someone do or believe something by giving the person good

reasons). Ask students: Have you ever tried to get someone to do
something that you wanted him or her to do? What are some
examples? (Possible answers may include: go to the playground with
my friends; get my brother/sister to feed the dog; ask my teacher
not to give us homework; let me watch a television show at home.)

3. Explain how students use persuasion regularly to convince or
encourage someone to do something.

WRITING ACTION (20 minutes) 

Distribute copies of My Favorite Activity Student Reproducible 1.

LESSON WRAP-UP 

Have each student write a short story about his or her drawing. Invite
students to share their stories aloud with the class.

Language Arts Goal: To identify the strengths and weaknesses 
of a persuasive argument

Materials: pen or pencil; Presenting Persuasively Student
Reproducible 3; paper; markers; dry erase board (optional); dry 
erase markers (optional)

BACKGROUND DISCUSSION (20 minutes) 

1. Discuss with students the concept and purpose of persuasive
writing. Remind them that a specific audience, a clear purpose,
supporting reasons, and persuasive word choices make for effective
persuasive writing.

2. Ask students about the TV commercials and print advertisements
they have seen that are especially persuasive. Ask: What aspect of
each advertisement or commercial, such as words or images, is most
effective in persuading the audience? 

3. Explain that each commercial or advertisement is targeted to a
specific audience. Distribute a variety of magazine advertisements
to the class geared toward preteens (e.g., advertisements for iPod,
sneakers, clothing lines). Ask: Who is the audience for these
advertisements? What makes the advertisement appealing or not
appealing? 

4. Introduce students to some of the different devices that advertisers
use to hold an audience:

• Visual Imagery: Advertisers use visual imagery such as color,
shapes, familiar icons, models, or background scenes they believe

may be attractive to their audience (e.g., an advertisement
geared toward getting more fans to attend baseball games
might capture the excitement of the game by showing cheering
crowds, hot finger foods, and a favored player hitting a home
run).

• Verbal Cues: Advertisers use words or phrases that will capture
and hold the audience’s attention (e.g.,“It’s out of here!”“Come
and support your team!”).

• The “Everyone Else Has One” Hook: This is an effective way to
attract the attention of anyone who doesn’t want to stand out by
being different.

5. Select one advertisement to post on the board. Use colored markers
to point out examples of visual imagery and verbal cues, and
identify the key audience.

WRITING ACTION (20 minutes) 

Distribute copies of Presenting Persuasively Student Reproducible 3.

CREATIVE WRAP-UP 

Divide students into groups. Distribute colored markers and poster
paper to each. Have each group select one of the advertisements they
chose to critique. Explain to students that they will create an
advertisement for the same product, but it should be targeted to a
different audience.

Language Arts Goal: To write a persuasive article 

Materials: Pen or pencil; Write Persuasively Student Reproducible 2;
paper; markers; dry erase board (optional); dry erase markers (optional)

BACKGROUND DISCUSSION (20 minutes) 

1. Write the word persuade on the board. Discuss how people have
different views about various topics. Give an example by stating
your favorite book and asking students about theirs. Ask: Does
anyone know the word for trying to convince someone to change his 
or her mind about something? Guide students to the word persuade
on the board. Ask volunteers to define the word.

2. Explain to students that sometimes people write in a way that is
intended to persuade others. This is called persuasive writing.
Explain that persuasive writing is often used to get a reader to
accept a point of view or in advertisements to get people to buy a
product.

3. Ask volunteers to tell what they know about persuading someone.
Ask: What are the words you would use to persuade someone that you
have the best bike in your town? Explain that word choices can help
strengthen persuasive sentences. It is also important to consider the
audience, the purpose, and the reasons for your point of view.

Students should use the following as a guide to the steps involved
in persuasive writing:

• Identify the audience.

• Be clear about your purpose.

• Give supporting reasons for your opinion.

• Use persuasive word choices.

4. Draw a sample Word Web on a dry erase board (if available) using
colorful markers. Have students fill in the topic, audience, purpose,
supporting reasons, and word choices in response to the question
above.

WRITING ACTION (20 minutes) 

Distribute copies of Write Persuasively Student Reproducible 2.

LESSON WRAP-UP 

Using colored markers, re-create the word web and assign specific
colors to each section. Ask: How does this help communicate your ideas
more clearly? Then divide students into groups and have them create a
poster about their ideal vacation.




