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Training Topics / Agenda

Read Aloud Interactively

The Importance of Reading Aloud

Reading Science

Read Excellent Books
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Plan for Read Aloud: Breakout

Theme-Based Activities

9:30 - 10:30

10:30 - 11:45

11:45 - 12:30

Love the Library



Reading 
Science
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Learning to talk is a natural process 

that occurs when kids are 

surrounded by spoken language. 

Learning to read is not.
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What Research Says

The prevailing approaches to reading 
instruction in American schools are inconsistent 

with basic things scientists have discovered 
about how children learn to read. Many 

educators don't know the science, and in some 
cases actively resist it.

According to the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress, more than six in 10 fourth 
graders aren’t proficient readers. A third of kids 

can’t read at a basic level.

The brain is not hard-wired for reading. The 
neural connections needed for reading must be 

built through successful instructional 
experiences. 

After research-based literacy instruction, the 
percentage of 1st graders below 30th percentile 

proficiency can be reduced to 4-6%.

Reading Science
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What Research Says

More than 60% of 
US students are not 
proficient readers.

*NAEP data

Reading Science
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What Research Says

*NAEP data

- Universal    
problem

- Screening 
occurs too late

- Significant 
minority struggle

Reading Science
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What Research Says

Future reading progress 
is set early on. Children 
who fall behind rarely 
catch up on their own.
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Reading Science



88

Instructional Needs: Typical Classroom Breakdown

● Some kids may come to school already reading.

● Some kids will learn to read regardless of the instructional 
approach used.

● Some kids will require systemic, explicit core instruction.

● Some kids will require systemic, explicit core instruction  
and additional intensive instruction.

● Some kids may have a reading disability and require special 
education services.

    ≅5%

                        ≅ 30%

 ≅ 30%

                    ≅ 30%

                ≅ 5%

Reading Science
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The Good News

We can teach the vast 
majority of our kids to read 
with solid, research-based 

instruction!

Reading Science
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Research-based Instruction

Literacy program designed to 
integrate all language arts
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Reading Science
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Resources

Reading Science

Article and Podcast:  'Hard Words - 
Why aren't kids being taught to read?'

Webinar:  'The Science of Reading - 
Putting Evidence Into Practice K-2'
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https://www.apmreports.org/story/2018/09/10/hard-words-why-american-kids-arent-being-taught-to-read?fbclid=IwAR07khOaVmrpwCMpFmMdWmd9Capm8hQGiW1X9lhDdwZ08uzy0TGMIwyyvwo
https://www.apmreports.org/story/2018/09/10/hard-words-why-american-kids-arent-being-taught-to-read?fbclid=IwAR07khOaVmrpwCMpFmMdWmd9Capm8hQGiW1X9lhDdwZ08uzy0TGMIwyyvwo
https://www.superkidsreading.com/professional-development/video-pages/science-of-reading.php
https://www.superkidsreading.com/professional-development/video-pages/science-of-reading.php
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Resources

Reading Science

Designing Early Literacy Programs
Lea M. McGee and Donald J. Richgels
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Read-Aloud Handbook
Jim Trelease



The Importance 
of

Reading Aloud
“Reading aloud is the 
foundation for literacy 
development. It is the single 
most important activity for 
reading success.”

(Bredekamp, Copple, & Neuman, 
2000)
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The Benefits of Reading Aloud

● Strengthens cognition

● Builds connection between written and spoken word

● Increases listening skills and attention span
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● Develops vocabulary and background knowledge

The Importance of 
Reading Aloud

● Fosters enjoyment and a life-long love of books and reading

● Builds imagination, empathy, and perspective

● Promotes bonding
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Special Reasons to Read to Babies

● By age 2, children who are read to regularly display greater language 
comprehension, larger vocabularies, and higher cognitive skills than peers 

● Children’s academic successes at 9-10 yrs can be attributed to the 
amount of talk they hear from birth to 3 yrs
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● The greatest amount of brain growth occurs between birth and 5 yrs

The Importance of 
Reading Aloud
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Special Reasons to Read to Older Kids

● Acts as a portal into kids’ interests
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The Importance of 
Reading Aloud

● It’s a way to introduce new genres, including the classics

● Provides safe way of exploring strong emotions

● Provides positive modeling

● Helps with discussing difficult issues
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The Importance of 
Reading Aloud
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The Impact of Oral Language
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- Oral language lays the foundation for reading comprehension.

- You must be able to understand language at the oral level in order to 
understand it at the text level.

- If a child can only understand a 6 word sentence orally, he will 
struggle with a 12 word sentence in his book.

- Low language environments result in learning disadvantage.



Read Excellent 
Books

Great books are interactive; they 
get kids thinking and talking.
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Read Excellent Books

Selecting Themes and Books

● Themes generally last a week

● Picture books are great for ALL ages

● High-quality books develop background knowledge and vocabulary

○ Complex narratives

○ Information books

○ Other texts: rhyming or alliteration, poetry, short stories, excerpts

● Use The Indy Learning Team book lists
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The Indy Learning Team Book Lists 

● Book selections

● Theme-based activity ideas

● Additional resources

Read Excellent Books
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Order The Indy Learning Team Book Lists 
Read Excellent Books

20% off code READ20

www.theindylearningteam.org
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Additional Resources Find Good Books
Read Excellent Books



Read Aloud 
Interactively

Oral language development is 
directly linked to reading 
proficiency. 
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Interactive Read-alouds

Interactive and Dialogic Reading Work
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Children who have been read to dialogically are 
substantially ahead of those who have been read to 
traditionally on tests of language development. Children 
can jump ahead by several months in just a few weeks of 
dialogic reading.
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Interactive vs Dialogic: subtle differences
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In interactive reading, adults use a variety of techniques to 
engage the child or group of children in the story.

Dialogic reading is also interactive; adult and child switch roles 
and the child is storyteller. The adult acts as active listener and 
questioner.

Interactive Read-alouds
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The Power of Interactive and Dialogic Reading 

The best interactive 
reading takes place 

when there is 
multiple, repeated 

reading of the same 
book.

Interactive Read-alouds

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=34lojHNdqLo
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Pre-K and Kindergarten Read Alouds
Interactive Read-alouds

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=goanz80FW6k
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Repeated Reading:  It takes three reads

First Read Second Read Third Read

Teacher demonstrates thinking aloud 
while reading

Draw attention to characters and main 
problem

Point out interesting vocabulary

Ask a few low-level questions

Pose high-level question after 1st 
reading

1-2 days after 1st read

Pull out ideas and support thinking

Increase classroom and child talk, 
decrease teacher talk

Expand on vocabulary

Ask more high-level questions

1-2 days after 2nd read

Teacher leads students in telling the 
story

Teacher may read only a few pages or 
sentences

Prompt students to go deeper in meaning 
and visualization

28

Interactive Read-alouds
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Older Student Read Alouds
Interactive Read-alouds

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlAxxkyvzcs


Plan for Read 
Aloud
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You are the model of a fluent reader!
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Plan for Read Aloud

Read Aloud Planning Folder

● SAMPLE Read Aloud Planning Worksheet

● BLANK Read Aloud Planning Worksheets

● 4 The Indy Learning Team book lists

● Read Aloud Planning Tip Sheet

● Top 50 Literacy Stats
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Plan for Read Aloud

Read Aloud Planning Worksheet

BREAKOUT SESSION
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Plan for Read Aloud

Read Aloud Planning Worksheet



A note about 
Maximizing 

Engagement...
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let’s break



Theme-based 
Activities
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Good readers are active. 

Comprehension requires an 

environment of thinking, 

listening, discussion, and 

connecting ideas to real life.“Explore your mind 
and record your 

brilliance!”
  -Professor Watermelon
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Theme-based Activities
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● Student writing

○ Writing and drawing prompts

○ Journals

○ Book reviews

○ Class or individual book-making

● Rhyming, syllable or other ‘word’ games

● Plays where kids act out book

Theme-Based Activities

● Art or invention projects

● Science experiments

● Videos

● Podcasts

● Special guests

● Field trips



Theme-based Activities

Theme-Based Activities



Mae Among the Stars (Roda Ahmed)

Prompt:  “I want to visit the moon 
because …”

Click, Clack Moo: Cows that Type 
(Doreen Cronin)

Prompt:  “Write a message to Farmer 
Brown from one of the farm animals”

Theme-based Activities

Theme-Based Activities
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Theme-based Activities

Theme-Based Activities
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Theme-based Activities

Theme-Based Activities
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Theme-Based Activities
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Love the Library!

Love the Library!
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Love the Library!

Love the Library!
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Commit

My read aloud 
commitment is...


